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FOREWORD

From its inception in 1945, by an ad-hoc task force to collect and catalog World War II scientific and
technical documents (including captured German and Japanese technical documents), to the
largost, unique, DoD technical information center for access to the products and services of the
various DoD STINFO activities, the Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC) has emerged as an
important element in the transfer of scientific and technical information (STI) to the information and
research and development (R&D) communities.

This chronology highlights the more significant events of DTIC's history and its affects on federal STI
from 1945 through 1990.

This paper is also being published as an addendum to the Chronology of Selected Literature,
Reports, Policy Instruments, arid Significant Events Affecting Federal Scientific and Technical
Information (STI), 1945-1990, performed and sponsored by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), Langley Research Center, Hampton, VA, NASA-TM-101622, Oct 91.

The following sources were used in preparing this technical report:

Annual Historical Summary, 1 July 1965 - 30 June 1966, AD 645 500

DDC: Origins and Milestones (in-house paper), 1926 - 1971 (updated to include 1972 - 1990)

Thesaurus of DDC Descriptors, Foreward, June 1966, AD A950 016

The Making of TEST Thesaurus of Engineering and Scientific Terms, Novemeber 1967,
AD 661 001

Thesaurus of Engineering and Scientific Terms, 1967, AD 672 000

Written input from DTIC personnel
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GUIDE TO CHRONOLOGY ENTRIES

Individual entries In the Chronology are arranged by year. Each entry consists of the following
information:

Year The time when the event occurred.
For example, 1982.

Event/Report/Policy Instrument The action which took place; or the
document, regulation, instruction or
directive published. For example,
How to Get It - A Guide to
Defense-Related Information
Resources, AD Al10 000.

Author The originator of the event, report,
or policy instrument. For example,
IDA.

Sponsor The proponent of the event, report,
or policy instrument. For example,
DTIC.

Major findings, recommendations, significance The description of the importance
of the event, report, or policy
instrument. For example, A
reference too! to ic,ntify sources of,or
to acq. J,.- government-published or
-sponsored documents, maps,
patents, specifications, standards and
other resources of interest to the
defense community.
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